Sons of guns: Old soldiers never back down

é Peter FitzSimons 156 reading now Show comments

Never, ever, mess with old soldiers, and least of all old artillery
blokes.

This week the former artillerymen who have raised the money to
refurbish an old 18-pounder gun sought permission from the ACT
police to attach the "ANZAC Centenary Gun” to horses and a limber
and take it for a trundle this Sunday morning around Canberra and
Parliament House to commemorate the centenary and also for St
Barbara's Day (St Barbara is the patron Saint of artillerymen
worldwide). ACT Policing have said, categorically, no. The response of
the artillerymen, I am reliably informed, is that they're going to do it

anyway.

You can expect to see a refurbished 18-pounder gun like this one trundling through the streets of Canberra

on Sunday. Photo: Australian War Memorial

"They're going to ignore the protocols," my source says, "take their
right to drive horse drawn-vehicles on any road and generally act like
Australian soldiers have always done (and still do) - that is, act like
larrikins."

Standby, sports fans. I hope the ACT police will reconsider. These are
very good people, out to honour the extraordinary soldiers of 100
vears ago. Can it reallv be so hard to put a police car with flashine
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lights in front, and one behind, and let them go for their lives?




